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Architect Ed Eubanks and interior designer Stacy Graubart
turrr an empty box into a home filled with details and antiques,

By Eliot Nusbaum Photography by Fran Brennan

THERE'S JUST NO NICE WAY TO DESCRIBE IT. "It was an
empty box, raw space," says architect Ed Eubanks of the Houston
condominium he had been asked to design. "When I say it was
empty, I mean there was nothing but exterior walls-totally sterile."

But rvhere others saw a featureless void (the apartment went
unsold for six years), Eubanks and interior designer Stacy Graubart
saw a great home for Graubart's mother, Jane Lewis, and her coliec-
tion of antiques. It helped that this was the 20dr apartment the archi-
tect had been called upon to design in the Huntington, a 34-story F

42 Traditional Home I March :oo3

Furnishings for Jane Lewist 16th-floor condo were
chosen to warm the interiors without competing
with sweeping views of Houstont skyline.
lnset: A pair of midcentury African chairs are the
unofficial greeters in the foyer. Between them is

a 17th-century Flemish mirror.
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high-rise arljaccnt to Ikrrrstol! erchrsir-e River Oirks neiglrlrorhoocl.
Brrt o1'course. eilch horneouner lras his or hcr txm clreiuns.

"This t'as goine to be rnv first lxnre afier thc dcirth of mr.
hrrsbtnd, alcl I u'ns realh'lookirg for a beauti{rrl plrrce." Tanc srws.

-\ sinrple irnrbition, brrt tlrerein lies thc storr'.
"\h' urother h..rs sonte r-t.n stlonq piec.es. uurl n'e ri,irntt:rl the

rqrirrtnrent to provide ir backgi'onncl liritherrr." srl,s Clrirubrrrt. ri,ho
riorkecl its a ruovie-set desigrier befole becoltilrg iLl interior.
desiqrrer Jiure lirrd innassecl r collection of irntirlrcs fronr lter tr.ar-els
all oler the u'ollcl. Graub:rrt aclcled to tlre rrrir s'ith aclclitiolal
anticlies {rolt shops iu Lonclon. Cliiciigo, Los Arigeles, ancl Neri'
\brk. plus s'hiLt she clescribes as "il {i.\\'oclcLncnts ancl huih,{bnncl
olrjccts frorn juuk stores irrrcl flea ruarkets.

Eubanks. u.ho shares Janet kx'e ol finc'. olcl thinqs. enlisionerl
.ur rrpilrtment u'ith trri old-u'olld. ple\\-rir str.le. ir plac,r. ri'her.e hi:
corrlcl ilcrirprate irrteresting rrrrtirpe alchitecturiil e'leurclts alcl
specitil paint firrishes into lris design.

Li {act, it u'trs Eullauks.s lovc of zrrrtirlue irrchitectur.tll cletails
tlrirt colvirced Janc alcl her dauglrtcr thiit hc n.irs the right persorr
lbr the job. "\\rg u'alked iuto hr's ofTice." Griurburt recalls, "ancl
tlxrle s'ele finials everls'hele and other ranclonr colkrctions of'
alchitectrrral pieces. \\re had irrte'rrieu.ccl six other. architects, ltut
hele u,as erlenthing u'e likecl, sittilg arouncl the o{Ilce. I kneu,
t:r'c.n befirrc u'c. nret hint thrrt'he's'as the riqht oue." !
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Above: The library is

Graubart's favorite
spot. "lt! a great
evening room," she

says. The dramatic
black walls pick up
on strong black

pieces in the rest of
the home. To warm
the room, there are

walls of books, an

antique Oriental rug,
and a mix of French

and English antiques.
Left: The main

sitting area, to the
right of the fireplace,
is furnished with a
warm, inviting mix
of periods-from
the Biedermeier

armchairs to the
Lucite coffee table-
and soft fabrics such

as silk and velvet.
The Oriental rug is a

1 9th-century Tabriz.
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Graubart believes in using good cabinets and
great hardware in the kitchen. She fashioned the
island out of an old church altar that had been
garishly painted and fitted with red lights. The

sinks and countertops are honed slate.
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The n'rother-daughter duo's tiiste ibr antiques mirecl with tlie
ofibeat is obvious the moment you enter tlie 3,500-squirre-{ixrt res-
idence, rvhich Eubanks laid cnt on the cli:rgonal to tlie cntry to
break out of the condos boxy sliape. In tire ib1'er, un iurrrrsirrg prrir'
of carved male and fernale African chairs-probabl;' rnid-20th-
centurl'-greet you. They bracket a l7th-cerrtun' Flenish mirror
th:rt is "perhaps the best piece in the apartment," sa1's Graubart.
Architectural detnils acld even more presence, including a tral'
ceiling, extra-thick doorjarnbs, :rnd 24-inch-squirre lirnestone tiles
thiit define the foyer and run dorvn tl're barrel-ceilinged back hall.

"An entryway sa1,s a lot abolt tr ho1se," Gralbart 1otes. 'just
like an invitation to a party says ir lot :ilxlrt thc partr.." If thatls the
case, Jane's entryrvay says, "Don't be surprisecl bv u'liat vou see

next." Still, the old freezer door used ars the apirlturerit's rear
entrance and the gardening bench next to it jn tlre back hallu.av
are cornpletely unexpected. This is the l6th floor. irfter trll.

The foy'er's lirnestone ilooring gives u'i1 to 36-inch-srluare par-
quet tiles in the rnain living area. This large. open spilce encom-
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passes tlie kitclien, dining area, several
sitting areas, and rr ffreplace. Oh, arrd it
also inchrtles sorne spectacular rieu,s o{'
the Houston s\'line.

So. after being gleeted by the
Afiican conple ir tlie fbver, r'isitors are
shour iuto the great roorn, rvith its fir"e-

place uncl intiniate se:rting area. And
orrly after tliat does the apartn'rent, ancl

the rernarkable vieu', unfolcl. Says

Eubanks, "\\re u'ere responding to the
iclea of }ri*'ing one big roorn u'here rnost
of the lililg spilce wils to be." In iirct, that one big room takes up
rrerrll' half o{ the coldomilirun, ivhich, for all its size, I'ras, basi-
calll', just file roorns.

\\rith the ltwout set, the cliallenge to Eubanks and Graubart
beciune to rnake this csserrtially conternporary space comfortable
for Jrrne. To that encl, Eubarrl<s soilenecl the room with layered !
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t
Jane Lewis, left, and her

daughter, interior
designer Stacy Graubart.
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Left: Nineteenth-century
Italian balustrades mark
the start of the light-filled
hallway that leads

to the paneled master
suite. The hallway also

serves as a gallery and
a cozy place to read.
Right The barrel-ceilinged
interior hallway off the
foyer is lighted by antique
sconces. An antique
freezer door and
an old gardening bench,
below, lend character to
this visually important
space, Jane, once
an avid gardener. now
grows orchids.

rnoldings, a detailed, old-world-style wood floor, and carved lime-
stone for the ffreplace. For her paft, Graubart selected warm neu-
tral colors for the walls and used lots of fabric-silk draperies, tex-
tured silk and velvet upholstery and pillows. Likewise, the woods
are a warm rnix-ranging from the golden fruihvoods of Jane s

Su'edish Biedenneier furniture to the deep rnahogany of the floor.
"We r,vanted to maximize the expansive views since that is what

Jane is paFng for," Graubart explains. "Furniture is neutral in
[s116-61 even invisible in the case of the acrvlic coffee table.
Because the view is so dominant, detail has been kept to a mini-
lnlrm so as not to detract."

The exact opposite is true of the study, rvhich is off the living
roorn are:I. It is a windowless roorl that has been painted a rich,
glossy black. "We didn't want wood paneling, and I don t ever want
to see :rnother red library." notes Graubart. "The apartrnent has so
urany strong black pieces-the African chairs and other artifacts,
the slate counter in the htchen area, larnp shades, mirrors,
the chirroiser:ie-that a black roorn plays off therir nicely. It also
contrasts drarnatically witli tlie cream-colored walls in the rest of
the residence. It makes a great evening roorn." Warming up the
stndy are r,valls of books, 

^ 
cozy mishnrash of antique furniture, a

plush upholstered so{'a, and a time-rvorn Oriental rug.
Perhaps the most surprising space in the apartrnent is a glass-

rvalled hallway that leads from the great room to the master iuite.
In fact, Jane says this is her favorite space in the condo, high praise
indeed for a passagew.iy. But it is a hallrv:ry-albeit an exlri-wide
hallrvay-in proportion only. In addition to providing a breath-
tahng view, the hall serves as a galleqy fbr art :urd :rrtifacts, pro-
vides additional bookshelves, and makes a quiet spot to read.

"Ordinarily, this would be an interior hall," Eubanks explains,
"but rve like the surprise of htwing a large hall leading to the mas-
ter bedroom, so we were genelous with it and made it beautiful."
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This was accomplished by shifting from the fine parquet flooring
of the great room to wide mahogany planks, by using thick door-
jan-rbs, and by edging a poftion of the walls with old Italian
balustrades. "The advantage ofworkingwith an architect from the
beginning," says Graubart, "is that *e *ere able to dream up a
space Iike this and build it out with architectural elernents. Some-
thing like this could never have been just an afterthought."

Jane's wish for her bedroom was simple. "I wanted it to be a won-
derful place to wake up in." Still, it shouldnt be too surprising that
the rnaster bedroom is, well, suqprising. The room is paneled with
antique gold-hued oak from an English manor. 'lVe abandoned our
neutral theme because the paneling was so beautiful and provides
the right elements of coziness," says Eubanks.

But really, findlng the right elements is the hallmark of the
rvhole condo; it's what imbues this large space with warmth and
personality. And then there are those Houston views. o
Architect: Ed Eubanks lnterior designer: Stacy Graubart

Regional contributor: Helen Thompson

For more information, see the Reader's Resource on page 144.
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